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June 27/July 10, 2025
Venerable Sampson the Hospitable

To the Faithful of the Diocese of Chicago & Mid-America:

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain...” Revelation 21:4-5

It was with great sorrow that we learned of the devastating flooding of the Guadalupe River, and the death of so
many as a result of the deluge. We join in mourning and prayer with the people of central Texas who have
suffered such heartbreaking tragedy with the death of their loved ones, so many of them children.

It is important that the causes of this tragedy be studied so that such horror can be avoided in the future. But
now is not the time for recriminations, blame, or the assigning of guilt. Now is the time for rescue, recovery,
and the applying of comfort. “Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” (Matthew 5:4)

Let us now be those who comfort. I call upon the faithful of our Mid-American diocese to assist in every way
possible in this task. For some in Texas, perhaps we can even lend our talents to the recovery efforts underway.
For many, we can donate to the International Orthodox Christian Charities or the American Red Cross to
support those laboring following this tragedy. For all, we can pray for the souls of those who were lost, those
who grieve, and those who labor in the recovery efforts in Texas.

Our first reaction to such a tragedy must be prayer, but if we can add action to that prayer, surely this is pleasing
to God, for our Lord “...came not to be served, but to serve...” (Matthew 20:28) Let us then, who bear His name
as Christians, emulate Him in our service, giving our time, talent, and treasure in any way possible to our
brothers and sisters in Texas in their time of need.

+ ':A‘(J'\MJT 40/{%49 . \\w\ “tf“ﬁ’?ffe/{

\\\‘ \\\k&&ﬁ and ]f ‘?/ 5//)\
Gabriel, Archbishop of Montreal & Canada  / 3 7 2> }

Locum Tenens, Diocese of Chicago & Mid- Arntgrufgg?L
(e |
International Orthodox Christian Charltles

'\'\(‘1 )

O Ny
https://iocc.org/blog/iocc-monitors-flooding-in ‘c’e‘ptréif,;t/gx \\g\\
\/Jr’/{? “ -“-",.'Oi \tp\'\\‘ ',bq"}\//
()
American Red Cross: % f:m”‘m uuo\»“

https://www.redcross.org



