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Synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel
Dear Father Rectors,
Christ is amongst us!
With the blessing of Archbishop Peter the attached epistle is to be read in all churches of our diocese on July 15/28,
2018. If a certain church does not serve the Divine Liturgy on this feast day of St. Vladimir, then the epistle shall be
read in that church on July 16/29, 2018. Please contact me or your Dean with questions.
In Christ,

Archpriest Gregory Joyce
Secretary
Diocese of Chicago & Mid-America
734-649-5746

An Epistle of His Holiness Patriarch Kyrill and the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox
Church
on the Occasion of the 1030th Anniversary of the Baptism of Russia
Blessed be the Lord Jesus Christ
Who showed love to his new people of this Russian land
and enlightened them through the baptism of the saints.
(A Tale of Bygone Years)

Beloved in the Lord, Most Reverend Hierarchs, venerable presbyters and deacons, God-loving
monks and nuns, dear brothers and sisters!
Today our entire Church honors the Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Great Prince Vladimir and with
gratitude remembers how 1030 years ago the work of this God-chosen and spiritually mighty man
marked a turning point in the history of the Slavic peoples. Through the All-Holy action of the Holy
Spirit, the prince turned from pagan errors, believed in the Only-Begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ,
and, receiving together with his fellowship Holy Baptism, brining to Russia the saving Light of the
Gospel.
Why do we call the event of the Baptism of Russia a turning point for the history of our peoples?
Because it forever changed the fate of the entire Slavic civilization and predetermined the further path
of its development. It was a truly decisive turn from darkness to light, from walking in the darkness of
false ideas and ideals to finding God-revealed truth and salvation.
The merciful and generous Lord has given us incomparable mercy and a great joy: the
opportunity to belong to the Orthodox Church, to be part of the One Body of Christ and to partake of
the inexhaustible Source of water springing up into eternal life (John 4:14). So, we are no longer
strangers and sojourners, but fellow citizens with the saints and our God, being grounded on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets and having Jesus Christ Himself as the cornerstone (Ephesians
2:19-20).
We know very little about the life of Ancient Russia before Baptism. The historical evidence that
has survived portrays a rather contradictory image of our ancestors as a cruel and treacherous people,
on the one hand, and on the other - courageous and generous. Observing the laws of blood feud, the
Slavs at the same time were distinguished by a special hospitality and breadth of the soul. In times of
military campaigns the peaceful Slav turned into a formidable and merciless warrior: his fury knew no
limits, and for the sake of rich booty he was ready for anything.
The Slavic world stood as if at a crossroads between good and evil, showing both the noble
qualities of the soul, and the terrible abyss of darkness. It took a decisive and firm step to make, at last,
this fateful choice. And this choice was made by the Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Great Prince Vladimir.
The Orthodox faith, which was firmly planted in the life of our ancestors by the labors of the Great
Prince, transformed our people, nurtured in them the spirit of selflessness and meekness, sacrifice and
patience.

For centuries, following the baptism in the blessed waters of the Dnieper, Russia tried to
maintain a culture based on the high Christian ideals and the Gospel, it sought to organize its life by
what the great philosopher Ivan Ilyin called the “kissing of the Cross,” that is, a passionate love for the
Lord and reverence before His great Atoning Sacrifice. Despite the complicated vicissitudes of history
and despite all the mistakes, evasions and even falls, the main thing for our people was always to serve
the Divine truth and stand in the faith.
The acceptance of Orthodox spirituality became a powerful impulse for the development of a
unique Eastern Slavic culture. The religious choice of the Great Prince Vladimir was also a choice of a
mindset, the Christian way of life and culture. It was the choice of a civilizational direction. Now we
can no longer imagine our literature, art, architecture or music without evangelical motifs and stories,
imbued with Christian moral ideals and values, these works introduce us into the rich spiritual world of
the Orthodox faith and urge us to reflect on the eternal questions of life and the meaning of human life.
But we are not Christians simply by virtue of belonging to Orthodox culture by birth.
Being an Orthodox Christian is not a tribute to the tradition of "love for ancestral tombs" and
national history. To be an Orthodox Christian is first and foremost a conscious choice of a life path, an
unceasing quest for Christ and His righteousness. Just as Prince Vladimir Equal-to-the-Apostles,
having put off the old man with his deeds and clothed himself in a new one (Colossians 3: 9-10), gave
his heart to the Lord Jesus forever, so we, remembering what of what kind of spirit we are (Luke 9:55),
are called to be not hearers only, but the actors of the word (James 1:22), fully realizing that our life is
hidden with Christ in God (Colossians 3: 3).
Seeking the truth of Christ and standing for it - this is the main covenant of St. Prince Vladimir
to the peoples of Holy Rus - heirs of the Dnieper font. All our common history and culture, the whole
spiritual and church tradition of our time, are connected with the knowledge of this truth. It forms the
core of our being and self-consciousness, it unites all of us, gives us the strength to follow the path of
historical development, overcoming any adversities, disasters and strife.
And now in our brotherly Ukraine, in the country where the sacred Dnieper baptismal font of the
peoples of Russia is located, the elements of this world are rising against the Church of St. Prince
Vladimir, trying to destroy the unity of this holy Church. The clergy and the believers are subjected to
unjust accusations and reproaches. But we believe that no outside pressure can destroy the sacred bonds
of Christ's love uniting us in a single Body of the Church. We believe that our common prayer will help
overcome all the trials, preserve the purity of the Orthodox faith and the faithfulness to canonical
justice.
With one mouth and with one heart glorifying the Creator for His unspeakable mercy toward us,
let us be worthy of this abundantly poured out love of God and of the great spiritual offering that Prince
Vladimir made to his people.
By the prayers of this wonderful servant of the Lord, may the heavenly ruler of the country of
bless historic Russia with peace and strengthen the pastors and believers of Ukraine who are
courageously faithful to the canonical Church and grant them unremitting help on their way of
salvation, so that, not conforming to this age, but being transformed by the renewal of our mind
(Romans 12: 2), they would perform their service to God and people, witnessing the immortal beauty
and creative power of the faith of Christ.

