Enapxis Yukarckasi u CpeaHe-AMepHKaHCKas
Pycckas IlpaBociaBHas IlepkoBb 3arpanuiien

Diocese of Chicago & Mid-America
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad

Tel: (847) 298-5383 P.O Box 1367
Fax: (847) 298-5380 Des Plaines, IL 60017

August 27/September 9, 2016
Venerable Poemen the Great

Dear Father Rectors,

Please find attached a heartfelt appeal by our Metropolitan Hilarion regarding the terrible
humanitarian crisis in Ukraine and the merciful work being undertaken by the Svyatogorsk
Dormition Lavra to serve the refugees of this crisis.

As the Metropolitan rightly states — we cannot stand on the sidelines during such a crisis. This is
especially true of those of us living prosperous lives in the West. We have the ability to help the
suffering — and it is our Christian duty to do so.

By God’s providence I will be in Ukraine with Frs. Gregory Joyce and Victor Trotskyy October 16-
29 of this year. Therefore, rather than sending money from our diocese to the Synod, it is my
intention to deliver the alms that our diocese is able to gather in person to Metropolitan Arseny, the
Superior of the monastery.

Thus, with this letter I am instructing that following take place in our diocese:

* A collection or collections shall be taken up in each temple of our diocese to support the
monastery and its good works to support the suffering in Eastern Ukraine (it should be made
clear that the monastery has never used any political litmus test to disperse aid — whoever
asks is helped — no matter their “side” in the civil war) on a Sunday or Holiday that you, as
Rector, deem most appropriate for your local community. If you feel that making multiple
collections is helpful I leave that to your pastoral discretion, and extol you for your zeal to
help the suffering.

* All funds should be sent via check to (include in the memo section: Svyatogorsk Lavra):

Diocese of Chicago & Mid-America
Subdeacon Andrei Urtiew, Treasurer
P.O. Box 1367

Des Plaines, IL 60017

* Funds should arrive in Des Plaines not later than October 10, 2016. This would allow ample

time for everything to be arranged for my trip on October 16. Please schedule your
collection(s) with these dates in mind.

Thank you for your diligent attention to this important issue. Often there are tragedies in the world
when we are unable to provide material help. Our prayerful assistance is always needed and



appreciated, but here the Lord has given us an opportunity to materially support those in need —
addition to our prayers. Please do continue to prayer for the suffering in Ukraine, but please also ask
your parishioners to be generous in their support of this special appeal.

With Love in our Lord Jesus Christ,
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Peter, Archbishop of Chicago & Mid-America
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NEW YORK: September 8, 2016
Appeal by the First Hierarch of the Russian Church Abroad on Aiding Refugees in Holy Dormition
Lavra

Reverend Fathers, brothers and sisters,
all the faithful of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad,

It has been already three years since Ukraine is engrossed in terrible internecine strife. Civil people are
dying, migrating, and becoming internally displaced. Many residents of the Donetsk region are being
forced to seek refuge in the Holy Dormition Lavra in Svyatogorsk.

The Svyatogorsk Monastery has always been the spiritual heart of Eastern Ukraine, and nowadays, it is
also a mercy center for all Donbass. As soon as the fighting broke out, the Svyatogorsk Lavra, with the
blessing of the Father Superior of the monastery, Metropolitan Arseny, started taking in civilians whose
lives were in danger. The Pilgrims’ guesthouse was given over for housing refugees. In the midst of the
warfare, up to 1,000 refugees have lived in the Lavra, the majority of which were also fed in the
monastery for free.

At present, the Svyatogorsk Lavra hosts 200 people, who, due to various circumstances, find it
impossible to return home. Among them are children with their mothers, elderly women, the disabled,
and those who have nowhere to return — their houses have been destroyed or it is still very dangerous
with continued fighting. The outskirts of Donetsk are a vivid example of that. Plenty of people have
been living in the Lavra for two years already. In the beginning of the military conflict, the Svyatogorsk
Lavra attracted generous donations: in cash, food, and clothing, but nowadays, the help is limited and
extremely rare.

Dear brothers and sisters! At this sorrowful moment for our Ukrainian brothers and sisters, we can’t
remain on the sidelines. I urge you to intensify your prayers for peace in the long-suffering Ukrainian
land, to provide all possible assistance, and collect donations for the Svyatogorsk Holy Dormition
Lavra, which became home for many refugees. The deadline of the collection is the end of October.
The parishes should send the collected funds to subdeacon George Schatiloff, the Treasurer of the
Synod of Bishops.

I invoke on you all and on your work of mercy God's blessing!

+HILARION
Metropolitan of Eastern America and New York,
First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia.

HbBIO-MOPK: 8 centsiops 2016 T.
Bo33Banue IlepBorepapxa Pycckoit 3apybexkHoii Llepkeu 0 rmoMoriy 6exxeHIijam, TIpO>KUBAIOIINM B
Cesaroropckoii JlaBpe

BceuecTHbie OTIbI, OpaThsi U CECTPHI,
BepHbIe uazia Pycckoii 3apybesxHoit LlepkBu!



Bort y>xe Tpetuii rog Ha YKpauHe HJeT y)KacHasi Me>K0ycobHasi 6paHb. MUpHbIe Moy THOHYT U
CTAHOBSITCSI BLIHY>KJIeHHbIMU OeskeHllaMu. MHorue xurenu JoHelkoi 061acTi BEIHYX/eHbl UCKaTh
ybexxuiija B CBsiTo-YcreHckoi CBsitoropckoi JlaBpe.

CasiToropckasi oburesib, Bcerya ObIBIIIast IyXOBHBIM cepAiieM BocToka YKpavHbl, Terieph SIBISETCS ellle
U LieHTpoM Musocepzusi Bcero [lonbacca. Kak Tonbko Hauanvch OoeBble fieficTBUS, MO 6/1aroC/10BeHUI0
HaMeCTHHKa obures MuTporionuta Apcenusi Cesatoropckasi JlaBpa cTasia MpUHUMAaTh MUPHBIX
JKUTeJel, )XKU3HU KOTOPBIX yrpoykasa OnacHOCTh. [1aloMHAYeCKy 0 TOCTUHULLY OTAAJIU MO, KUTbe
BBIHY)K/[eHHBIM TlepecesiaHijaM. B pa3srap 6oeBbix geticTBuii B JlaBpe npokuBao 10 1000 6exeHries,
MHOTHe 13 KOTOPbIX OecrijiaTHO IUTaauch B JlaBpe.

Celiuac Ha OCTOSTHHOM cofiep>kaHuu JlaBpbl HaxoauTcst 200 yesioBeK, KOTOpbIe B CUITy pa3HbIX IPUUKH
He MOTYT BePHYTbCS JOMOW. DTO [IeTH CO CBOMMU MaTepsiIMH, MOXKUIbIe JKeHI[UHbI, UHBa/IN/bI,
KOTODPBIM /OO HeKy/la BePHYThCS - UX >KWJIbe pPa3pylieHo, 1100 joMa ellle oueHb OTIaCHO U
HerpecTaHHO UAyT 00U, Kak, HarpuMep, 6/m3 okpanH JloHelka. MHOTHe yyKe TIOUTH JjBa T'0Ofia JKUBYT B
JlaBpe. B nepBoe BpeMsi BOeHHOT0 KOH(/IMKTa B CBATOrOpcKyto JlaBpy 1IN XOpOLLMe M0XKepTBOBaHKS:
(rHaHCOBBIE, MPOAYKTaMH, BelllaMy, a ceiiuac MOoMOILb OKa3bIBalOT KpaiiHe peJKo.

Hoporue 6pates u cecTpbl! B 310 CKOpOHOE 151 HAIMX YKPaUHCKUX OpaTheB U CecTep BPeMsi Mbl He
MOJKEM OCTaBaThCsl B CTOpPoHe. [Ipy3bIBat0 BaC yCHUIUTh Ballli MOJIUTBBI O MHMPe Ha MHOTOCTPaZialbHOU
YKPauHCKOH 3eMJie, OKa3aThb TIOCHIBHYO TIOMOLLb 1 TIPOBECTH B TIEPHO/, /10 KOHIIa OKTSIOpsi cOop
M0)KepTBOBaHUM B 1osib3y CBATO-YcrneHcKor CBATOropckoy JlaBphl, CTaBlei J0MOM /s
MHOTOYHCIeHHbIX Oe>keH1IeB. CoOpaHHbIe /JeHbI'H ITPUXO0ZaM CJie[yeT OTIPAaBUTh B KAHLEJISIPHIO
Apxuepeiickoro CMHO/ia Ha MMS$1 ero KasHauesl unoguakoHa 'eoprust Bnagumuposuua Ilatunosa.

[Mpu3biBaro Ha BCeX Bac W BalliM TP/l Musiocepaust boxkue barocioBeHue!
+ NJIAPMIOH
Murtpononut BoctouHo-AmeprkaHckuii U Hbro-VopKCcKuH,

[TepBouepapx Pycckoit 3apy6eskHoii Liepksu.
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